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ReNuAL Construction Underway 
The construction contract for ReNuAL was signed in early 
March and construction has now begun, which marks 
another significant project milestone. In late March, work 
began on the new electrical infrastructure required to 
support the two new laboratory buildings. 

This work is due to be finished in June, and when 
complete, it will make available the power required 
to support construction of the new buildings. As this 
construction progresses, the contractor is finalizing 
the designs for the new laboratory buildings and the 
remaining infrastructure. These designs are planned for 
completion in June, at which time the final construction 
costs for these project elements will be established. 

Construction of both the IPCL and FML is currently 
scheduled to begin in June. The start of the FML, 
however, is subject to the availability of resources, as 
some extrabudgetary funds are still required to fund 
ReNuAL fully. If all required funds are not received by 
June 2016, the start of the FML may be delayed, which 
would have negative cost implications for the project.

Fundraising Goal Within Reach
With a target of June 2016 for obtaining the remaining 
required extrabudgetary funds, all efforts are being made to 

close the funding gap. These efforts are showing results as 
significant pledges have recently been announced. 

In late February, Malaysia announced a contribution 
of approximately US $10 000, and this was followed in 
March by an announced contribution of €500 000 from 
Saudi Arabia. In April, Germany pledged a contribution of   
€500 000, to be used to fund construction, which represents 
its third financial contribution to the project. 

Also in April, the United States pledged a contribution of US 
$2 million, which is its fifth financial contribution. This was 
followed in late April by pledge of €2 million from Japan, 
which represents its third contribution to ReNuAL. Also 
in late April, the 39 Member States that are party to the 
African Regional Cooperative Agreement for Research, 
Development and Training Related to Nuclear Science and 
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Technology (AFRA), to which the IAEA provides technical 
and scientific backstopping as well as financial and 
administrative support, collectively pledged €100 000 from 
their individual contributions to the AFRA Fund. 

These new contributions will lower the funding gap to 
approximately €1.6 million, and will bring the goal of 
achieving full funding for ReNuAL by June 2016 very close. 

Symposium in Kuwait On Nuclear 
Applications Promotes ReNuAL  
In mid-February, the Agency conducted a two-day 
symposium in Kuwait entitled, “Nuclear Applications 
for Sustainable Development in GCC Member States”. 
Organized with the Government of Kuwait, the Kuwait 
Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences and the 
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research, the symposium 
was attended by representatives from government, 
scientific institutions, foundations and the private sector 
of Member States of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). 
The GCC Member States are: Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. 

The symposium provided an opportunity for the Agency 
to present its activities in nuclear applications that 
support GCC Member States while also contributing to 
the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). GCC Member States, in turn, presented their 
activities in nuclear applications and identified areas 
where cooperation with the Agency could be increased. 
The symposium also provided an opportunity for the 
Agency to present the Nuclear Applications laboratories 
and ReNuAL to a diverse regional audience. In his keynote 
speech during the symposium’s opening ceremony, IAEA 
Director General Amano called for the support of GCC 
Member States, emphasizing that these laboratories 
“underpin many of the services and benefits that we 
provide under our Technical Cooperation Programme”.    

ReNuAL Delivering First Benefits 
for Member States
ReNuAL has begun to show its first impacts for Member 
States, with five of the eight NA laboratories in Seibersdorf 

having received urgently needed equipment using 
extrabudgetary funds provided for this purpose. 

The February 2016 ReNuAL News Brief reported that the 
Animal Production and Health Laboratory (APHL) was 
provided in late 2015 with a flow cytometer, which can be 
used to measure the immunological response of cells to 
animal vaccines to determine the vaccines’ effectiveness, 
and subsequently to contribute to the development of 
better vaccines. 

Ms. Mihad Fath El Rahman Mahmoud Alawad, who works 
as a veterinarian and microbiologist at the Veterinary 
Research Institute in Khartoum, Sudan, recently became 
the first expert trained to use the flow cytometer for this 
purpose. Her goal is to produce and standardize irradiated 
Brucella bacteria that can serve as a vaccine for sheep 
against brucellosis. Pathogens can be irradiated to weaken 
them and prevent replication, while keeping them viable 
so that they elicit a protective immunological response. 

Brucellosis, also known as Malta fever or Bang’s disease, 
is one of the major animal diseases in Sudan: livestock 
suffer from late term abortions, male infertility and reduced 
milk production. It can also be transmitted to humans 
through the consumption of unpasteurized milk or milk 
products and direct contact with animal secretions. In 
humans, the disease causes fever, joint and muscle 
pain, which may result in serious health complications. 
As current protection measures involve the slaughtering 
of infected animals, which results in significant economic 
losses, vaccination offers a more cost-effective tool for the 
control and prevention of this disease. 

Ms. Alawad’s training is part of a Technical Cooperation 
project supported by the Animal Production and Health 
Laboratory and forms part of a Brucella vaccination 
programme in Sudan, where Ms. Alawad will use her 
newly-acquired skills to carry out a Brucella irradiated 
vaccine trial on sheep. This technique, which Member 
States now have greater access to thanks to ReNuAL, 
can have a positive impact on agricultural communities in 
many countries, and is just one illustration of the many 
benefits that ReNuAL promises to deliver.  

ReNuAL is an initiative to modernize aging laboratories in Seibersdorf, Austria that are managed by the IAEA’s Department of Nuclear Science and Applications. 
These laboratories strengthen Member States’ capacities to use nuclear and related techniques in food and agriculture, human health, the environment, and 
scientific instrumentation. For further information on ReNuAL, please go to: www-naweb.iaea.org/na/renual. Email: nuclearapplications@iaea.org.

Ms. Alawad training on the new flow cytometer in Seibersdorf

Opening ceremony of the symposium in Kuwait


